Chapter 3

MOTHER OF RUSSIA

^ he Varangian colonies in North Russia, round Novgorod
and Pskov, were older than those based on Kiev. Indeed,
it is doubtful whether Rurik, the founder of the first
Russian dynasty, ever saw the latter. But it is Kiev that ~
claims, with justification, to be the Mother of Russian cities and
evr-ji more so the Mother of Russia. From Novgorod and Pskov
stemmed movements and ways of thought that, though driven
underground, were in later years to play their part in determining
the Rufsian character and Russian history. But it was Kiev that set
the pattern of the Russian state-to-be 5 and from what happened there
in the ninth century and immediately afterwards sprang the main
destiny of Russia.

In the country round Kiev were the bulk of the Eastern Slav
tribes. Among themselves they had achieved some sort of tribal
organization, but they had, as yet, no idea of central authority and
their only conception of nationality was the possession with their
neighbours of a common speech? a common way of life, and a com-
mon pagan cult. In the steppe country round the homes of these
tribes, fierce oriental peoples roamed, ever ready to descend on their
v\ eaker Slav neighbours and bear off the sturdy men and women as
slaves.

Nothing was more natural,, then, than that the arrival of the
Northmen in Kiev and their establishment of ordered government
there should provide a focus for the unorganized Slav peoples. To a
large measure, force, the inevitable argument of the conqueror,
brought the tribes into submission to the new central power. But it
is clear that not a few of these peoples willingly placed themselves
under the fresh and virile leadership. Here at last was a protector, a
power that could deal justly with the raiding oriental peoples and
even with such powerful outsiders as the Empire itself.

Somewhere about 880, Oieg and Igor, the successors of Rurik, had
consolidated their power in Kiev. They had laid the tribes in tribute
and, more than that, had let the outside world see that they were not
only masters in their own house but prepared to stand up for their
rights, no matter who the adversary might be. And it was not merely
an odd freak of history that led these invading Northmen to settle
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